
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   July 2003  

    
 
 
 

 Byliners ex-president Wanda West wowed 
us with her presentation on grantwriting during our 
June meeting. She discussed the steps in the 
grantwriting process, which are:  

1. Determine your objective--what is it 
exactly that you want to do? 

2. Get the RFP, or Request for Proposal. 
Make sure that you understand the guidelines and, 
more importantly, follow them to the letter. Many 
people at the meeting recommended making 
frequent contact with your Proposal Officer or 
Grants Program Manager. David Songer, who used 
to review grants for a government agency, said that 
cultivating an informal relationship with the 
manager is a good idea and to be sure that you 
know just what the agency giving the grant does. 
Don’t ask for fine arts funding from a source only 
interested in political issues.   

3. Determine your eligibility and set up a 
timeline so that you get things accomplished in a 
timely way. 

4. Finally, write the proposal! Wanda 
suggested that you remember the reader is probably 
not an expert in your field and keep writing at about 
the ninth grade level.   

Jeff Harris mentioned that it is often a good 
idea to write your grant first, then begin looking for 
the correct funding source and, finally, fine-tune 
your proposal to suit them. Wanda said look at what 
the foundations have funded before; that they tend 
not to fund proposals that they have not funded 
before.  

For grantwriting classes and general 
information for nonprofit organizations, try The 
Southwest Border Nonprofit Resource Center in 
Edinburg, www.coserve.org/nrc/ or (956) 384-5920 
for more info.   

Thank you, Wanda, for a great presentation 
on a most useful topic.    

 
 
 
 
 

Marianna Nelson wrote an article on her 
experiences with the Fun N Sun Walking Club, 
which was published by the Valley Morning Star. 
Marianna and her husband, Bruce, are currently 
making a loop around the U.S. as they visit friends 
and family and “the last two states in the US that 
they haven’t been to.” Have a safe trip, Marianna. 
To sign up for her newsletter, contact Marianna at 
Banmnelson@aol.com and ask for Nelson’s Notes.  

 
Congratulations to Olga Valle-Herr for her 

poem “Spring Mourning” which won Honorable 
Mention in Byline magazine’s Spring Poem contest. 

 
Spring Mourning  
by Olga Valle-Herr 
 
Grief grows in my garden 
Where new plants sprout 
I can almost see the Morning Glories open. 
Spring warms the air, the grass is green 
But there’s a chill around me now. 
He lived and laughed only six years 
Yet his crooked grin and cobalt blue eyes 
Left their mark carved in my heart. 
The orange blossoms cover trees 
The fragrance drifts, entices like fine  
            perfume. 
The flower patch bursts with color 
Yellow, pink, purple, and red 
Petunia, zinnias, and bougainvillea’s 
How I used to nurture them. 
But the sorrow in my soul’s terrain 
Is black and bleak. 
Today I only want to run through  
The meadows, disappear among 
Redwood trees, wait for twilight  
And sink into the night.      
 
 
 
 
 



Magdalena Hernandez attended a week 
long seminar given by Denise Chavez, author of 
Face of an Angel. Though the workshop, which ran 
from 9:00 am to 9 p.m., was grueling, Magdalena 
said, “It was like a healing session. . . you just wrote 
and wrote and wrote . . . you didn’t want to stop 
writing.” We could all use that kind of inspiration. 

 
Eileen Mattei will be leaving us . . . to 

attend “It was a Dark and Stormy Night: The Role 
of Setting in Narrative Nonfiction” on July 12th. 
Sponsored by Gemini Ink, this workshop will 
“explore the techniques that can help writers 
achieve a sense of place and establish a mood for 
their work.” For an extensive listing of GI offerings, 
see www.geminiink.org or call (210) 734-9673 for 
more info.  

 
Amelia Root just got back from attending 

Writing from the Heart: A Guided Writers’ Retreat, 
a seminar sponsored by Highlights (for Children) 
Foundation. It ran from June 20-27th at Boyd’s 
Mills, PA. The workshop leader was Pat Cowley 
from New Zealand, a successful children’s book 
author. Pat spent two days talking about writing, 
then critiqued the writings of the 14 participants. “It 
was well worth it,” said Amelia, a “repeat attender” 
of the Highlights seminars. Check out 
www.highlightsfoundation.org for available 
seminars in writing for children or contact Kent L. 
Brown at (570) 253-1192. 

 
Byliners, be sure and let us know about your 

experiences with writing seminars and workshops. 
It’s always good to know which workshops are 
worth the time and money.   

 
 

 
The July meeting of Valley Byliners 

will be at the Harlingen Public Library 
on July 12 at 1:30 p.m.The program is 

on Contest Judging 
 
 

The 2003 Excellence in Writing Contest 
deadline is almost here—all entries need to be 
postmarked by July 31. For more information or 
entry forms, contact Excellence in Writing, P.O. 
Box 761, La Feria, TX 78559. 

 
Also please remember to check in 

occasionally at our website. An easy way to get 
there is to type groups.msn.com and do a search for 
Byliners. Make us one of your favorites so you can 
find us again, then stop by and post a few writing 
hints or let us know what you’ve been up to lately.   

 
Our July meeting will be about how to judge 

the Excellence in Writing contest entries. Judging 
the contest entries is a great way to see what makes 
a story work and, more importantly, what makes a 
story not-work. Judging will help you to be a better 
writer in general, and give you a lot of insight as to 
how the entries are chosen. It’s a win-win 
situation—help yourself as a writer and help 
Byliners by volunteering to be a judge.     

 
Newsletters will go out both by snailmail 

and e-mail this month. If you want to get your 
newsletter or get notified of events by e-mail, please 
send me your email address and be sure let me in 
past any antispam filter. You don’t have to get the 
newsletter by email—if you prefer regular mail 
we’ll be happy to accommodate you. Let me know 
if you have any problems or suggestions concerning 
the newsletter at jharris@xanadu2.net or 440-0396. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


